310    A MODERN PILGRIM IN MECCA
command of about a dozen men drawn up outside. Ahmad was waiting between two guards, I was placed beside him, and we were marched off. The Mudir on this occasion allowed his resentment to get the better of his good manners, for he would not speak to me or even return my good-night. He had, I heard, fairly caught it from the Vali for letting us get away.
The crowd, disappointed of the promised sensation, had long since dispersed. As soon as we were out of sight of the Vali's house the captain of the escort came to my side. " You ought to have been half way to Shaharah by now,55 he said. " What went wrong ?55 I told him we weren't going to Shaharah, and explained, thereby wasting my breath. " Well,55 he said, " I'm glad we have got you back; there has been enough trouble as it is.55 I asked what he thought would be done to us. He had no idea : it would depend on what line Izzet Pasha took : they would probably wire to Stamboul for instructions. We were to be imprisoned in the Hukumeh, and not in the fort, which was full for one thing. " Full of what ?55 I asked, much surprised, for the prisoners, with the exception of the Millah, had been long since released. u The head men of the villages who were brought in last night, about one hundred of them : it was thought that you might have made arrangements with some of them to help you.55 " Heavens !5J I said, " I knew the Vali would not like it, but I had no idea he would take all that trouble about me.55 " Indeed he did,55 answered the captain, " and more. No one slept in Sanaa last night: the whole garrison was out looking for you, and expeditions have been sent to Khaulan and many other places.5' I began to feel like the lady who, oversleeping herself on a certain occasion, awoke to find herself infamous.
This officer, a Circassian, had been employed in shadowing us in Hodeidah, and was the first to suspect that we had departed. He had later followed us up to Sanaa and had arrived at Matinah just in time to take part in the defence of that place.
At the Hukumeh I found that a room generally used as an office had been cleared for my accommodation. It contained a settee and a couple of chairs. Ahmad